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of yellow silk (pitambara}. Because of His great concern
for the well-being of the people (svasthyotsedha). He
is a source of great delight for the virtuous; He is the
repository of the quality 'of sattva (serenity).

At the time of ablutions the Lord is also like a
confluence of several sacred rivers (sarvaGrtha}. In saving
His dependants He is quite fast [VegavaQ). The marks
of saffron on His chest make Him tamra (copper-red)
(that is, the river Tamrapami), His shoulders are lofty,
beautiful and strong which make him Tungabhadra. His
speech is gentle and affectionate which name Him a

'Narmada' and His beautiful lower lip is red in colour
/                               / ~

(Sona) which makes Him the river Sona (sL 15).

The Lord in the sanctum sanctorum is also compared
to the Sun dispelling the darkness within. He is red in
complexion due to the heavy applications of saffron and
is beautiful in the company of Laksml. He has the soft
red lotus as the seat. The Sun rises in all glory
(udancitasnh} and is heralded by the red-hued charioteer
Aruna and stays in gentle red lotus (sl. 16).

In the next verse (sl. 17) the presiding deity of
Srirangam is figuratively spoken of as a cloud. The cloud
is known for its lightning, deep rumbles and dark blue
colour. It is the remover of heat, being laden with water
and it gladdens Cataka birds and the like. The Lord
also has the lightning in the form of Laksmi and is the
source for nada (the principle of sound). His bodily
complexion is dark as the mdranlla gem and He is also
the remover of affliction {santapa} of His devotees. He
is full with waters of compassion and brings joy to the
virtuous.

Verse 18 compares the Lord to the Sun. At the
auspicious time of darsa (new moon) marked by the